gordon taylor, chief executive of the professional footballers’ association (pfa), has expressed disappointment with the early results of the survey. we are happy to set the record straight by featuring his personal statement and that of the pfa.

Never at any time have I withdrawn support for an anti homophobia campaign and in fact quite the opposite. I have been determined for the PFA to see this as a crucial part of our equality programme. The Football Association campaign which we supported resulted in the use of a video put together by a promotions company with gay rights groups and unfortunately the opinion was split as to the effectiveness of this hard hitting video with the result of the Football Association withdrawing the video. Never at any time did we withdraw support for its use and never at anytime have we refused to cooperate with this programme. I am enclosing a statement that we have issued which I will be equally pleased for you to publish in the same places that you have published your survey.  Kind regards, 
Yours sincerely  

Gordon Taylor OBE 

Chief Executive

Firstly to reiterate PFA Chief Executive Gordon Taylor did not "withdraw support" for the FA's homophobia film. He was one of the only CEO's in the game prepared to talk about the issue of homophobia in football on Gaby Yorath’s Radio 5 Live phone-in and is always committed to challenging discrimination in all forms. 

As a union we are fully aware of the importance of tackling homophobic chanting on the terraces and challenging homophobic attitudes and behaviour across the football industry. We are committed to our mission statement of zero tolerance to all forms of bigotry including homophobia and we welcome the opportunity to lead the field in this area, as we have done with racism.

Currently we do not have any members of the PFA who have openly declared they are gay. If a player approached us regarding this matter there are support mechanisms in place to ensure the player has the full support of the Association. 

Equality and the fight against all forms of discrimination is ingrained in the fabric of the organisation and we remain committed to this cause. The PFA has implemented a Diversity Awareness training course for young players that includes addressing inappropriate language, behaviour and attitudes on all equality strands and includes a section around homophobia. We consider Education to be a key component of all our work and in particular on this issue.

PFA

